What is Claimed Is 



A control apparatus capable of controlling a plurality 



of instruments which have specified functions and move 
relatedly with mutual movements, comprising: 

a command input means for inputting a comm^md for 
controlling said plurality of instruments; 

a control right acquisition means fj^v acquiring a 
control right to control an arbitrary instrument among said 
plurality of instruments; / 

a storage means for storipg information about said 
control right acquired by sai^J^ontrol right acquisition 
means ; and 

a control restri^ion means for restricting to an input 
of the command input yiy said command input means for 
controlling anothe;?"" instrument , of which control right is not 
acquired, in accordance with control right information stored 
by said storage means. 

2. The ^ntrol apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein: 
sai/1 control right information includes information 
indicati|?(g at least three statuses: a status wherein no 
apparatus acquires said control right, another status wherein 
another apparatus acquires said control right and still 
another status wherein a self apparatus acquires said control 
right ; and 
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said control restriction means for restricting to aj 
Input of the control command input by said command input 
means, on the basis of said control right information, 

3. The control apparatus according to Claim 2, wherein: 
said control restriction means invalidates aaid control 

command input by said command input means when aj^ther 
apparatus acquires said control right 

4. The control apparatus according to Cl^im 1, wherein: 
said plurality of instruments which/have the specified 

functions includ e a camer a. 

''v 

5. The control apparatus according/to Claim 1, further 
comprising : 

a display means for displayiVig at least said control 
right information stored in said/storage means, 

6. A control system capable of controlling a plurality of 
instruments, which have speolfied functions and are connected 
to a network and move relsOzedly with mutual movements, from 
remote locations, comprising: 

a command input means for inputting a command for 
controlling said plxirality of instruments; 

a control/ right acquisition means for acquiring a right 
to control an/arbitrary instrument among said plurality of 
instruments; 

a g4;orage means for storing information about said 
control i^ight acquired by said control right acquisition 
means ; /and 
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a control restriction means for restricting to control 
another Instrument except for said Instrument, of which 
control right Is acquired. In accordance with said cojixrol 
right Information stored by said storage means* 

7. The control system according to Claim 6 j/vfhevein: 
said plurality of Instruments having ^ald specified 

functions Include a camera, further comprising: 

an image signal pickup means for/ picking up an image 

signal produced from said camera; anc 

a display means for displaying at least one of control 

right stored in said storage mea^fe and said image signal 

picked up by said image signal/pickup means. 

8. A method of controlling a plurality of instruments 
which have specified fun9tions and move relatedly with mutual 
movements , comprising: 

a command input step of inputting a command in use for 
controlling said plurality of Instruments; 

a controj: right acquisition step of acquiring a control 
right of an ^bitrary instrument among said plurality of 
instruments^ 

a/storage step of storing information about said 
controi right acquired at said control right acquisition step 
as e/ flag; and 

a control restriction step of restricting to an input 
oyf the command for remotely controlling another Instrument, of 
7hlch control right is not acquired, in accordance with 
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control right information indicated as said flag/ 

9- The control method according to Claim 8 , /wherein: 

said storage step includes a step of storing 
information which indicates at least three statuses: a status 
wherein no apparatus acquires said control night, another 
status wherein anyone of other apparatuses /acquires said 
control right and still another status wherein a self 
apparatus acquires said control right ori said flag; and 

said control restriction step includes a step of 
restricting to an input of the contrc>l command, in accordance 
with control right information whicm is stored as said flag. 

10. The control method according to Claim 9, wherein: 
said control restriction /step includes a step of 

invalidating said control comniand input by ^3aid command input 
step when another apparatus accquires said contrb^l right. 

11. The control method according to Claim 10, Wherein: 
said plurality of /instruments having^^specif ied 

functions include a camera. 

12. A method of controlling a plurality of instruments, 
which are connected/ to a network and have specified functions 
and move relatedly with mutual movements, from a plurality of 
remote locatioas comprising: 

a commdnd input step of inputting a command for 
controlling/said plurality of instruments; 

a control right acquisition step of acquiring a control 
right ta control an arbitrary instrument out of said plurality 
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of instruments; 

a storage step of storing information about said 
control right acquired at said control right acquisitij^fi step; 
and 

a control restriction step of restrictinjg^ to control 
another instruments except for said instrumem:, of which 
control right is not acquired, in accord^^iice with said control 
right information . 

13. The control method accorcy/ifg to Claim 12 , wherein: 
said plurality of ins^>i!njments having said specified 
functions include a camera, further comprising: 

an image sx^na^ pickup step of picking up an image 
signal produced fremi said camera; 

a display step of displaying at least one of control 
right inforrp^tion which is stored at said storage step and 
said ima^ signal picked up at said image pickup step. 

Ih/ A camera control system whifch is formed of a 
server/client constitution and ^nabling to control a plurality 
of cameras through ^T^etwork , /comprising ; 

a first camdra fW h^ng controlled in an image pickup 
direction ; 

a second came\;;a/|?6r being controlled in an image pickup 
direction; 

a control me^ns for controlling the image pickup 
direction of said/second camera which picks up an area within 
an image pickupf^range of said first camera; and 



a control restriction means for restricting to control 
said first camera when an arbitrary client a/qulres a control 
right of said second camera . 

15. The control system according to Claflm l4, wherein; 
said control restriction means restricts controlling of 

said first camera performed by another ^llent does not acquire 
said control right* 

16. A method of controlling a cont/rol system which Is 
formed of a server/client constitution and enabling through a 
network to control capable of controlling an image pickup 
direction of a first earner^ an^ a: second camera, comprising: 

a control step o A contro-Lllng the image pickup 
direction of said second o^n|era, which picks up within an 
image pickup range of said c^inera; and 

a control restriction step of restricting to control 
said first camera when an Arbitrary client acquires a control 
right of said second camera, 

17. The control method according to Claim 16, wherein: 
said control restriction step includes a step of 

restricting controlling of said first camera performed by 
other clients exceptf for said client which acquires said 
control right of said second camera. 
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